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Introduction Methodology & Research Design

Aboriginal Economic Development

Over ¥ of First Nation communities in Canada are located near forested areas. Recent » The research will use a qualitative approach to gathering, analyzing, and disseminating the data There are two main approaches to Aboriginal Economic Development
i ' -reli iti and for addressing the objectives. Focus groups, in-depth interviews, researcher reflexivity, and : : . .

structural f:h_anges In the forest_lr_}dustry have_ left many forest reliant corr_lmunltles, gy J _ group P _ y found in the literature from Canada and the United States of America
both Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal, struggling for survival and economic document review will be used in order to address the research questions. : SR S

R . i : respectively. The Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples (RCAP)
sustainability. Related to the decrease In forest activities Is the ongoing problem of : : : :
energy to power communities, particularly remote communities. Renewable energy » A number of case studies of relevant communities that have or are in the process of undertaking Was Com_pleted In 1996. The Harvard_ Project on American I_ndlan
has the potential to lessen the impact of fossil fuel dependence as an energy source renewable energy projects on their reserve lands or traditional territories. Once approval is Economic Development was started in 1987. Although sharing some
while at the same time providing economic benefits to communities. Since the granted by the First Nation community then data collection will begin (Ethics approval has similarities the two approaches are differentiated by approaches by
mandate of the Ontario Green Energy and Green Economy Act of 2009 for the closure already been granted by Lakehead University Ethics Board) government towards First Nation/Indian relationships. This framework
of fossil fuel dependent generating stations by 2014 and the accompanying Feed-in- S e o ; o e provides a starting point in order to evaluate renewable energy projects

i ili i » Recruitment of potential research participants will include convenience, judgment, an : : A ;
Tariff (FI_T_) progra_m to fac_:llltate the co_n_versmn to ren_ewable energy sogrces, _p i F_) _ P eh | J 9 and its connection to Aboriginal economic development.
opportunities for First Nation communities to partake in the transformation to a green snowball sampling. Participants will include but not limited to: leadership, Elders, natural
economy has become a reality. This research project will look into the perceptions of resource users (traditional and non-traditional), economic development employees,
and gives voice to Aboriginal communities regarding renewable energy projects on environment employees, and other interested community members.
First Nation reserve land and traditional territories. It takes a qualitative approach to 1.Respect for Treaty and 1.Sovereignty matters
documenting current First Nation endeavours in the renewable energy sector by  Great care will be taken in conducting research with First Nation communities and ensuring Aboriginal rights 5 Institutions matter
examining First Nation experiences with implementing wind, solar, hydroelectric, and that no unnecessary harm towards research participants and respect for persons, concern for ) C bgi Sel fg t 3' Cult v
bioenergy projects and the associated challenges and benefits resultant from their welfare, and justice is observed. Research in the past has not always benefited Indigenous .Lapable Selr-governmen o (ALMRIE (el et
participation. peoples as noted by Smith (1990): 3.Adequate lands and resources  4.Leadership matters
_ _ _ 4.Sustainable Economic
Ob] ective & Research QU estions A continuing legacy of what has come to be taken for granted as a natural link between the development

term ‘indigenous; (or its substitutes) and ‘problem’ 1s that many researchers, even those

Nation communities in relation to renewable energy projects undertaken on reserves with the best intentions, frame their research in ways that assume that the locus of a

and/or traditional territories. The research will also give voice to the First Nation i i Tosaren BOORTINICS Wil Vi RCIgshop IRV, BF COBIITE T hdl References
with other social or structural issues.

communities within the academy by answering the following research questions.

The objective of this research is to document the perceptions and opinions of first

Anderson, R.B., L.P. Dana, and T.E. Dana, 2006. Indigenous land rights,

1. How do First Nations peoples define renewable energy? * There s potent_ia! for researf:he_r b_ias as tr_\e student _resegrcher IS of OjibV\_/ay herit_age. The entrepreneuship, and economic developme?nt in Canada: “Opting-in” to
2. What benefits would they like to see as a result of their participation in the usage of reflexn_/l_ty WI|| assist In |dent_|f_y|ng potential biases as well as trl_angulatlon and the global economy. Journal of World Business, 41, 45-55.
renewable energy sector (jobs, economic impact, infrastructure, etc.)? seeking o_ut _clarlflcatlon fr(_)m the participants themselves to ensure what Is documented Cornell, S. and Kalt, J.P. 2006. Two approaches to economic development on
3. What are the community members’ opinions, perceptions, and attitudes about captures Its intended meaning. American Indian reservations: One works, the other doesn’t. Joint
emerging renewable energy trends? Are they In favour of these trends? Do they Occasional Papers on Native Affairs, Harvard Project on American
see any drawbacks and If so what are they? Renewable En €rgy Indian Development. No. 2005-02. Cambridge, MA:; Harvard
4. What are the decision making processes used currently for Aboriginal economic In 2009 Bill 150, the Green Energy and Green Economy Act was passed into law by the University
Sﬁe\/:e'()pment- Are these processes satisfactory for First Nations? IT not, how should Government of Ontario. The Act’s main focus was to provide mechanisms for replacing the Creswisll, JW. (2 o) 2003, Research Desidr - Otalitative, Ouantitative, and
processes be improved? electricity currently being provided by non-renewable energy sources such as coal with : g
5. What are the differences and similarities between the communities in their renewable energy alternatives. As such. the Feed-in-Tariff (EIT) and microFit programs were el WIElQs SRDIgctEs. TIUDACT DRiiia/t Sae EUDHEALONS,
perceptions towards the relationship between renewable energy and Aboriginal created in order to provide incentive to undertake new renewable energy projects or upgrades e
economic development? of existing initiatives. Of importance to First Nations is the four energy sources falling under Krupa, J. 2012. Realizing truly sustainable development: A proposal to expand
microFit: small hydro, wind, solar, and biomass. Aboriginal ‘price adders’ beyond Ontario electricity generation projects.
| iterature Review Utilities Policy. In Press, Corrected Proof, Available online 4 September
The Ontario Provincial Government has also created specific programs in addition to the price 2012

Aboriginal peoples generally reject development theories of the past such as
dependency and modernization perspectives. Modernization theory prescribes that in
order for a group of people to develop they must follow in the footsteps of others
whom have already developed. Dependency perspective Is based on the assumption
that the current hardship of lesser developed nations was a result of the “rise of the

adder found in the microFit program in order to facilitate Aboriginal participation. The
Aboriginal Energy Partnership Program was designed to provide assistance to interested
Aboriginal groups in developing their renewable energy programs and provides services and
funding for initial energy development plans, feasibility studies, environmental and technical

Newhouse, D. 2004. The challenges of aboriginal economic development in
the shadow of the Borg. The Journal of Aboriginal Economic
Development. 4(1): 34-42.

S R N P SN i i A R studies, and general hglp I naviga.tting thg through the entire prqcess.The Aboriginal Loan Royal Commissi(_)n on Aborig_inal P_eoples (RCAP). 1996bh. VOI__UI_\/IE 2 -
Rt it Bl 1 o Bt WaLla Fo ot ok 1 G e 10 DR ol ros e Guarant_ee Program’s its mandate 1t_ to assmt_mterested F1_rst Nations througl_l the_ process of Restr_uc_turlng the Relat_lo_nshlp, Report of the RO)_/aI Commission on
(Anderson et al. 2006) developing a renewable energy project. During consultations before the legislation was Aboriginal Peoples. Minister of Supply and Services, Ottawa, ON.

: : developed policy makers were told by Aboriginal participants that lack of capital was a major (accessed Aug 2012.)

impediment to their involvement. The ALGP will fund up to 75% of a First Nation’s equity
Into approved projects to a maximum of 50 million dollars per project and includes both
transmission and generation projects

In lieu of these two approaches to development, Aboriginal peoples prefer a
contingency approach where the group in question have more influence in the
decision making and direction the development will follow. They participate more
directly in the process and decide to what extent and in which way they wish to pursue
economic development. (Newhouse 2004, Smith 2005)

Smith, L. T. 2001. Decolonizing methodologies: Research and indigenous
peoples. London: Zed Books Ltd.

Smith, P. 2005. Community-based framework for measuring the success of
Indigenous Peoples’ forest-based economic development in Canada. Pp.
38-52 In Merino, L. and J. Robson (eds.). Managing the Commons:
Indigenous Rights, Economic Development and Identity. Consejo Civil
Mexicano para la Silvicultura Sostenible A.C. The Christensen Fund,
Ford Foundation, Secretari‘a de Medio Ambiente y Recursos Naturales
Instituto Nacional de Ecologia (INE), Mexico City, 71 pp.

The literature also suggests that renewable energy Initiatives do have the potential to
benefit First Nation peoples by providing sustainable energy sources (Shahi 2011) and
consistent revenue generation (Krupa 2012)
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