


Kenora/Treaty #3 Location



The Hudson’s Bay Co. Reserve and the CPR displaced 

the resident Anishinaabeg

Traditional area of Anishinaabe

HB Co.

CPR Right of Way
CPR Right of Way

Traditional area of Anishinaabe

harvest and control



A Unique and Busy Crossroads



The Kenora Bottleneck





Past 

Community 

Actions…

Red & White Committee (1960s)

Kenora Social Planning Council (1970s)

Indian & Metis Housing

While People Sleep

Street Patrol

Kenora Women’s Conference (Treaty 3 Native Women’s 
Association); 1st International Women’s Day 
(1975)

Women’s ShelterWomen’s Shelter

Kenora Assembly of Resources

Northland

Project 3000 - 2nd Stage Housing via women’s shelter 
(funding since cut)

Traditional health services

Solidarity march during Oka (1989)

Common Ground (present day)



Tackling the Stereotypes

• Why are Residential Schools still 
used as an excuse?

• Quit complaining – just get off 
your ass and work!

• They don’t pay taxes – they get 

free education – what more do 

they want?

• Street People - Run Down Houses 

– take responsibility for yourself
• Why do they harp about treaty 

rights all the time?

• Treaty Rights are between the 
Government and the Indians -
leave us out of it!

– take responsibility for yourself



An opportunity to practice 

partnership



The Process



Long Term Resolution

• Addressing positive change requires

(at a minimum)

– Meaningful and open discussions

– Participation of the directly affected and indirectly – Participation of the directly affected and indirectly 
affected individuals

– A respectful and dignified process that balances 
the parties interests 

– Solutions that respect the Treaty

– Addressing all interests



Requirements to Implement Change

• A Vision to break from the 

Status Quo

• Strong Political Leadership

• PARTNERSHIPS FOR CHANGE

• Cohesiveness within a Group

• Empowered and engaged 

citizens

• Resources 



“…if you give what I ask, the time may come 

when I will ask you to lend me one of your 

daughters and one of your sons to live with 

us; and in return I will lend you one of my 

daughters and one of my sons for you to 

teach what is good, and after they have 

learned, to teach us.  If you grant us what I learned, to teach us.  If you grant us what I 

ask, although I do not know you, I will shake 

hands with you. This is all I have to say.”

- Chief Sagatcheway.



“ I accept your hand… and will keep all my 

promises, in the firm belief that the treaty 

now to be signed will bind the red man and 

the white together as friends forever.”

- Lt Governor Morris, Treaty Commissioner



Opportunities

• New Partnerships and Relations that serve as a 

model for the rest of Canada

• Local Alliances to influence change• Local Alliances to influence change

• New Process to Make for a better future

• A new Understanding and acceptance

• Economic Improvements






