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PRESS RELEASE
POLICY NETWORK FORMED AT COMMUNITY FORESTRY CONFERENCE

First Nationsgovernment and industrgpresentative, community forest practitionefdGOsand

researcher§om across Canada met in Sault Bl@rie, Ontario Januaryl6-18to build onthe startling

growth of Canadiarcommunity forestry and to developationalnetworkfor analysis and policy
engagemenfiNORDIK Institute and the Northern Ontariogainable Communities Partnership

(NOSCP) hosted the more thab0 celegates wheamefrom as faras theYukonandB C6s Hai da Gwali
through to the Maritimeé st at ed Dr . Gayl e Broad, Research Dire

fAThis is a growing movementsaid LaleheadUniversityprofessoDr.P e g gy Sheie aréd58 A
community forest projectis BC, numerous examples in Quebec, #iehew government in Nova Scotia
passed legislation in December to enable community forést@ntario and New Brunswiclirst

Nations and municipalitiesre asking for community forestsat wouldoperateon a regional basis

Dr. Jesse Ribof leading expert on democratiecentralization of natural resource management from the
University oflllinois, drew on hisexperiencei Af r i ca and a&he oewsydtentimQ@ntaniwor | d .
looks to me like the same kind of fraudulent community participation | see in Africa. It is NOT
representativand NOTdemocratt. For forestry to be truly democratic, significant forgsdlecisions

must be made by people who represent the falgséndent communities. It matters which decisions are
decentralized and it matters that they are made by those whom they affectimost

"Communitybased forestry is actually more efftok thanconventional industrpased tenuss' said
economist Dr. David Robinson froLaurentian University.Community forestsnobilize more brains,
they do a better job with environmental and social issunebtteey generate more wealthrftahe same
land baseNo wonderso much of the forest industrgsiss them"

Representives from BC talked about how Firstablors and otlers arevorking together tduild a new
kind of Itd=r te @addsslo Mayor Greg LayiWe are working with forest laravoided
by the large companies and have been successful in providing small, rural ctiesiti
increased prosperity.o

iThe conf er sweceat ahigh Bvelwithsdspect to issues of our shared history, voice versus
authority, Aboriginal rigpts and the challenges to cresslturally managed community foregdgs s ai d

Larry McDermott, a member of the Shabot Obaadji wa
gavethe young people | was associated with a sense of hope and enthusiasyrseearél

At the conference DiRyan Bullock launched his nesook Community Frestry Local Values, Conflict
and Forest Governan¢€ambridge University PressjPeople in this room have contributed a lobrtyp
book ando buildingcommunity forestry irCa n a d a , 0Myhesearshashows théfis the politicians
and the bureaucratgho knowtheleast about whas coming at them. It will be a struggle, but | expect to
seealotoE hange in the next few years. o



Network planning benefitted from the advicersfnduran speaker and director of a national N@&vin
Cruz Conference organizers are alreadyed®ining the next steps for tinewly-formed policy network

Conference presentations and vided$be posted orthe NOSCP websitdittp://noscp.ca/

For further Information contacPr. Peggy Smithpasmith@Ilakeheadu.c807) 3464704 343-8672,
251-3717 (cell) or Dr. Gayle Broagayle.broad@algomau.c&05) 9492301 ext. 4351
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